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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

IN CHARGE OF 

Edna L. Foley, R.N. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING INTO THE 
TRAINING OF THE STUDENT NURSE * 

Training schools are realizing a growing need for giving their 
students the benefit of their experience with public health agencies. 
The essentials for introducing this into training are a teaching dis- 
trict, where the pupils may practice, and a sufficient staff of visiting 
nurses to carry on the work and give stability to the teaching dis- 
tricts. This would be necessary to offset the shifting staff of student 
nurses and to obviate any feeling on the part of the people attended 
against always having new nurses. The staff nurses, as a rule, like 
the teaching work and enjoy having the student nurses with them. 

The shortage of nurses of course troubles the superintendents 
of training schools and public health nurses should not leave it entirely 
to the superintendents but should do all in their power to help recruit 
student material. Public health nurses should also lend their interest 
and support to the schools and not stay outside waiting for them to 
send out the finished product. In return they may ask and hope to 
have certain points emphasized — the work with children, not only 
sick but well children, particularly in the matter of diet; increased 
training in obstetrics, a sufficient and thorough training which the 
nurse can carry over even into the home with no facilities ; and more 
training in contagious, tuberculous, and mental cases. 

This public health work should not be regarded as material added 
to the nurse's training, which might equally well be postgraduate 
work, but something interwoven in the fabric of her training, which 
she cannot afford to leave out. She will be a better hospital nurse 
for it, a better nurse on private duty. The training is not expected 
to make public health nurses of the pupils but to give them a public 
health point of view, which we need, no matter what kind of nursing 
we do. The training must be looked upon as part of a whole and not 
merely for the purpose of obtaining nurses for the field of public 
health work. The real attraction of public health work lies in the 
way it keeps in touch with human lives. Every nurse may be a pro- 
tector of the public health, no matter what her particular case is, if 
she learns to look upon her work from that point of view. 

Michigan. — During the month of June, the Michigan Anti- 
Tuberculosis Association (Elizabeth L. Parker, Executive Secretary) , 
held especially successful tuberculosis and child welfare clinics 

1 Abstract of paper read at the Atlanta convention by Harriet Frost of the 
Visiting Nurse Association, Philadelphia. 
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throughout the state. Two held in St. Joseph and Lenawee Counties 
were conducted jointly with local Red Cross chapters and the State 
Department of Health. Physicians and dentists helped a great deal, 
several giving full time to assist during the examinations. It was 
impossible to examine all of the patients who came, for the time was 
so limited, but in each place permanent dispensaries are to be 
established at various points throughout the county, where clinics will 
be held at stated intervals. Charlotte Luddington and Mrs. Helen 
deSpelder Moore are serving as field representatives of the association. 

Alabama. — Norma Leitch (Vassar College and the Presbyterian 
Hospital) , has come to Montgomery to develop county health nursing 
in Montgomery County. Miss Leitch had her training in public health 
in Teachers College and Henry Street Settlement, serving as super- 
visor in Henry Street for a period of ten months. She is being as- 
sisted in making a survey of her county by the Assistant Director of 
the Bureau of Child Hygiene and Public Health Nursing of the State 
Board of Health, George M. Taylor, her classmate at the Presbyterian. 
Miss Taylor came to the State Bureau soon after her graduation, being 
assigned for one month to school work in Montgomery County for 
the purpose of making a demonstration. 

Miss Leitch is delighted with the Alabama field and her co- 
workers are charmed with her enthusiasm and adaptability. It is 
hoped that her experience, with that of several other northern and 
eastern nurses who have recently cast in their lot with us, will soon 
convince the powers-that-be in the schools and placement bureaus 
that a refined, cultured woman is always sure of a cordial reception 
in the south. 

The Alabama Tuberculosis Association has secured the services 
of Mrs. Frances E. Hogg as field nurse for state work. Mrs. Hogg is 
an Alabamian, formerly Miss Ethridge of Uniontown, Perry County. 
She is a graduate of the Bryce Hospital in Tuscaloosa and has done 
postgraduate work at the Polyclinic in New York, has had public 
health training at the Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy, and 
has been engaged in industrial nursing in Richmond, Virginia, for the 
past ten months. Mrs. Hogg has been assigned to the staff of the 
Bureau of Child Hygiene and Public Health Nursing of the State 
Board of Health and her work will be coordinated with the state pro- 
gram of child conservation through the activities of public health 
nurses. 

Mr. J. M. Graham, Executive Secretary of the Tuberculosis 
Association, believes that this affiliation with the State Board of 
Health will pave the way to a wider field of usefulness for the organ- 
ization and permit the development of a unified health program which 
will prove satisfactory to both. 



